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Dear Groom and Bride, 

Congratulations on your engagement! St. Peter Parish and the whole Church earnestly desire 
to help all engaged couples to be prepared for a lifetime of love and joy together. In order to 
assist couples in preparing for the lifelong commitment of marriage, we don’t just want to 
prepare you for your wedding day, but for a marriage that will withstand the challenges of 
everyday life in this broken world. Below are some points of reflection for your preparation. 
There is also an attachment with the steps for marriage preparation and the policies for 
weddings celebrated at St. Peter Parish Church.  

Love and Sacrifice 

When a couple starts dating and gets engaged, many people will say that they’re “in love” or 
that they have “fallen in love.” The reality is that love is more of a choice than something that 
someone ‘falls’ into like an accident. When a couple decides to get married, they are 
preparing for a lifetime of love, of choosing the best for their beloved over their own desires 
and comforts. They promise to make many sacrifices of love for each other. These sacrifices 
of love are meant to help each other in this life and to aid each other in reaching your eternal 
destination of heaven. As you enter the marriage preparation process, look at it as an 
opportunity to grow in your knowledge of each other, but also an invitation to begin making 
the first of many sacrifices of love for each and the good of your future as husband and wife. 

Prayer 

Now is the perfect time to start praying daily with your future spouse; wedding-planning 
stress gives ample opportunity to share your concerns with the Lord! A great way to 
incorporate prayer into wedding planning is by reading through the biblical readings and 
prayers that are used at the wedding. Reading them prayerfully, slowly, and letting the words 
sink into your hearts allows you to make the Lord the foundation and focus of your wedding 
marriage. And remember to pray – together or separately – on your wedding morning! 

Remember…the wedding is only the beginning! 

Pope Francis encourages everyone in the Church to help couples live out married life. “They 
[young people] need to be encouraged to see the sacrament not as a single moment that 
then becomes a part of the past and its memories, but rather as a reality that permanently 
influences the whole of married life” (AL, no. 215). The Sunday after the wedding (and every 
Sunday!), be sure to come back to church for Mass and other parish events and meet your 
community at St. Peter’s, this time as husband and wife. And remember that the vows you 
say at your wedding day are all in the future tense (“I will”); they “involve a totality that 
includes the future: ‘until death do us part’” (AL, no. 214). 



If you have any questions about the items discussed in this letter, please contact the parish 
office. Be assured of my prayers for you and may God bless you! 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Rev. Christopher Gernetzke   
Pastor 
St. Peter Catholic Church 
 
 

Encl: St. Peter Catholic Parish Wedding Ceremony Policies & Recommendations 
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